MUKUNOKI-APHANANTHE &< M& Aphananthe aspera
CLASSIFICATION: Formerly included in EIm Family, but now placed in Hemp Family
GENERAL : Tall deciduous broad-leaved tree, common in lowland and hillside forests.
Also found in countryside woodlands. Leaves covered with short bristly hair, traditionally
used for fine sanding work on wood and bone crafts,

SOFUKEI WOOD: Rare. but two excellent mature specimens along western edge of wood.
TRUNK/BARK: Trunk straight. Bark smooth and whitish-grey, with very shallow vertical
lenticels forming as tree ages. Bottom of lenticels sometimes turns orange-brown. Often
develops buttress roots at base. Bark peels off in long thin strips on old trees.
LEAVES: Alternate, with sharp teeth along edge.
FLOWERS: Monoecious, wind pollinated, open in April along with new leaves.
FRUITS: Round fleshy fruit with single hard seed inside. About 1cm in diameter, green at
first, ripening into dull black and becoming wrinkled. Edible, and an important food source
for tanuki, badger and other forest animals.
COMPARE: The mukunoki is easily confused with the keyaki zelkova (Zelkova
serrata) and enoki hackberry (Celtis sinensis), but can readily be distinguished by
differences in bark, fruits, and leaf venation and serrations.
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lenticels. Lenticels orange-brown on some trees.
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The mukunoki’s teeth are sharply pointed, and the bottom-most lateral vein
sends out side branches that go into the teeth. The keyaki teeth are more
curved, and the bottom-most lateral vein goes straight into the first tooth.
Keyaki usually has more lateral veins set at closer intervals than the mukunoki.
The enoki teeth are typically only on the upper half of the
leaf, but may start at the base on young trees. The leafis 4
often asymmetrical at the base.
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