MOMI-FIR £d+ Abies firma
GENERAL: Momi, an endemic Japanese species and the most familiar of five native fir
trees, is distributed on the islands of Honshu, Shikoku and Kyushu. Momi thrives from sea
level up into the hills and lower mountainsides, but at higher altitudes is replaced by more
cold-tolerant species such as A. mariesii (0o-shirapiso) and A. homolepis (urajiro-momi).
The momi is short-lived, rarely reaching more than 150~200 years, and is not highly valued
as a timber tree.
SOFUKE WOOD: Several large specimens, including one giant that measures 330 cm in
girth, grow in the central plaza. Seedlings and saplings of various ages found in the southern
half of the wood.
CLASSIFICATION: Pine Family Fir Genus
TRUNK/BARK: Trunk grows straight and tall, reaching heights of over 20m. Bark is grey or
brown, breaking up into small segments on older trees.
LEAVES: Attached to the branch by a wide base that resembles a pedestal or suction-cup.
Leaves on young trees and the lower branches of older trees split into two sharp points at
the tip. Leaves on the upper branches of older trees are rounded at the tip, with a slight dip
in the center.
FLOWERS: Monoecious, wind-pollinated. Bloom in May high on mature trees.
FRUITS: Greenish brown cones, 8-10 cm long, point straight up, and disintegrate and
release their winged seeds while still on the tree. The ground under the big trees is usually
blanketed with fallen leaves, scales from the disintegrated cones, and winged seeds.
COMPARISON: Fir species distinguished by the color of their cones, shape of their seed
scales, and pattern of their leaf undersides. The kaya torreya (Torreya nucifera), in the Yew
Family, is sometimes confused with the momi fir, especially if they are growing together.
€

BIE SaReERNSILOPBEIENITESSHL. RRYVEEHMDEZIBOBEL L

T, HRIEBCBREEFE. BABREOET. RILHSEASICNTTAMRL.

EHAUCHZ<ESNBIM BHRBRAITIIDEL, Fiild150~200F TN, PPOE

MCHBo
BROFK : SKEIMOPRICHBLBICEF LT, ZOSE5D—AIEED330cmlcELL

BER. MKICEZLDERERTED. EZRFRECLOTHREEHL LD,

1]

BB/8 : EAVPAKRDOTEMICRSNBERFHRBZDICRT, H<EROTULB. —A.
BAOLBCEZBEGF. KRHR<. DFNMLKBFLOMEETHS. EOEBFRBLEDLSHEE L TUL
Do

16 [RURTE. MR,

RE RRIESHSELVYFTEILL. BALTEVVYDLSICATEEEZZ E@HEL, KDV eFFESESICH



NTEFESFAHNSRET ., AKROTOMEICIE. FEELEE. IREROER (LvDA) NMADEHLDLSIC
B5@E>TWd,

L - E=BIIAAKRICSEABELTH D, BRPRENE. BHOF. ENEELEMEVNCLOTRDTSNS, &
BHEOBEMTELETENE. EZNHTH B,

EZEEEICEBIBZAVE. BEALITLSEOERTNLT VM, BEAHICHITTHAINS EVSFETX
ATES, Fle. NTOERERAFE RO, EBVICIFEIICRSNS L SHIREROEEDTL,
BAUAFIRIOAXAVTERSNEIMN. RELTEBRICEEEZD, BEFAVEIDERV., ATVOEFE. Kk
[CHNDERBPERLDIDCHL. I XATVOEGFERSHN., > TERBILEL,

w = e

£ DO LD

momi fir kaya torreya inu-gaya torreya

:63} momi 7)*XD kaya

Torreya fruits are fleshy,
with hard seed inside.
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Bark brown or grey, splits into small segments
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Leaves long and thin,
attach to branch by
pedestal-like base.
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